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ACCESS TO FINANCE 
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storage

45% of top managers for
  formal SMEs in LAO PDR are female

THEY WORK PARTICULARLY IN 

food service activities,
Accommodation and

OVERVIEW

47% OF lAO pdr ADULTS HAVE

53% REMAIN FINANCIALLY EXCLUDED

AN ACCOUNT AT A FORMAL 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1 OUT OF EVERY 3 ADULTS IS
WILLING TO USE A MOBILE DEVICE
TO ACCESS FINANCIAL SERVICES

THERE ARE 700,000
PEOPLE ownING A  business IN LAO PDR

REAL ECONOMY

FINANCIAL INCLUSION IS PARTICULARLY 
LOW in LOW-INCOME and rural areas
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78%

LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION
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fINANCIAL INCLUSION

Most small enterprises are concentrated in:  
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RATE IS
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DIGITAL ECONOMY
female formal MSME ownership

ACCOMMODATION
AND FOOD

SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
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WHOLESALE AND
RETAIL TRADE 

0%

MANUFACTURING 

16% 50%

TRANSPORTATION
AND STORAGE 

sector

51%  OF ADULTS
SAVE IN THE 

 INformal SECTOR

inflow MADE UP

INTERNATIONAL
REMITTANCES  

$60
mILLION

IN 2015

(2)

   ADULTS
RECEIVE REMITTANCES
500,000

women
62%

 female share in
formal non-agri 

employment

WHOLESALE AND
RETAIL TRADE 

34%

TRANSPORTATION
AND STORAGE 

37%

ACCOMMODATION
AND FOOD

SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

64%

OF ENTERPRISES IN LAO PDR
DO NOT HAVE A 
savings/checking

account
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Lao PDR is the 13th fastest growing economy globally and has 
observed significant poverty reduction in the last decade. Although 
women’s participation in labour force is higher than men’s, there is 
significant wage inequality. The general population remains 
relatively financially excluded, with over half of adults still saving 
informally and 81% being excluded from access to credit. The 

financial sector has recently launched digital financial services and 
with relatively few bank branches, there is significant demand for 
mobile financial services. Low access to internet is a barrier to 
digital finance, even though mobile phone subscription is high. 
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